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must they supposed relate to India, and therefore they became
uneasy. Invasion was not dreaded by them, but much of
Kussia's conduct seemed unfriendly and they felt themselves
obliged to regard her as a possible enemy that was gradually
sapping and mining towards the Indian citadel,though the assault
would not be delivered yet awhile, or might perhaps be put off
indefinitely. They did not suggest that the Government of India
should make any counter movements in Afghanistan; for they
believed that it had better stay within its own borders, and that
to enter into Afghan entanglements would make matters worse.
But they hoped that the Government in England would see to
this, and would arrive at some understanding with Kussia, to be
sustained, not by vague or insufficient promises, but by definite
assurances which could hardly be broken or evaded.

Others there were who thought they discerned in certain
emissaries and a few soldiers who had shewn themselves at
certain points on or near the Oxus, the videttes of an approach-
ing Eussian army on its march for Caubul. Information to this-
effect used to be disseminated in India, nobody knew how; it
perhaps came from one or other of the contending factions in
Afghanistan in order that the British might be stirred to inter-
fere in the contentions. These extreme opinions were ridiculed
by most people and the apprehensions founded thereon were
easily shown to be futile.

Some authorities made light even of the moderate fears which
were entertained regarding ulterior contingencies rather than
immediate danger. They would say that in the first pkce
Russia would probably never push her border forwards till it
met the British Indian limits; and that even if she did so, such
an event would not really be injurious to India. This view,
however, did not commend itself even to the most sober-minded
classes. The truth seemed to be that those who held such a
view were really at fault (as well they might be) respecting
what ought to be done to counteract the danger. They appa-
rently sought to decry the said danger, trying to shew first that
it would never happen, and that even if it happened its conse-
nuftnces would not Drove serious. If this reallv were the idea.